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Organisation Date 
received 

Aylesbury Town Council 10/9/18 

Bradenham Parish Council 13/9/18 

West Wycombe Parish Council 20/9/18 

Quainton Parish Council 26/9/18 

Princes Risborough Women’s Institute 4/10/18 

Coleshill Parish Council 10/10/18 

Hertfordshire County Council 10/10/18 

North East Burnham Residents Association 13/10/18 

Bledlow cum Saunderton Parish Council 15/10/18 

Granborough Parish Council 18/10/18 

Burnham Parish Council 18/10/18 

Chesham Town Council 19/10/18 

Wycombe Friends of the Earth 21/10/18 

Slough Borough Council 22/10/18 

Joint Waste Collection Committee (Chiltern, South Bucks & 

Wycombe District Councils) 
22/10/18 

The Chesham Society 22/10/18 

Aylesbury Vale District Council (received late) 24/10/18 

Oxfordshire County Council (received late) 29/10/18 
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Chesham Town Council 
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The Chesham Society 
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Wycombe Friends of the Earth 
Received via online survey: 

This is an organisational response on behalf of Wycombe Friends of the Earth, following discussion 

at our group meeting and by e-mail. These are the factors and principles which underpin our 

comments:   

1. Waste should not be viewed simply as something problematic that needs to be disposed of, but as 

a resource, which should be avoided / reduced, re-used, recycled etc. in line with the waste 

hiearchy. As resources grow scarcer, and the adverse environmental impacts from inappropriately 

discarded rubbish• become clearer, this will become ever more important, with the ultimate goal of 

a circular economy•.   

2. Therefore, one of the objectives of waste recycling policy should be to ensure that waste is dealt 

with by the most appropriate route, going to facilities where it will be processed safely, and 

maximising its resource value. Waste recycling centres are such locations, so providing sufficiently 

convenient access to such sites has an environmental aspect as well as just a quality of consumer 

service one: even if resorting to fly-tipping might be rare, reduced access may lead, for example, to 

the public putting inappropriate items in black bins or simply stockpiling unwanted items at home, 

losing any potential from recycling of materials. Decision-making would be improved if such broader 

environmental considerations were incorporated into cost-benefit calculations.   

3. Again, for journey times, the environmental costs of longer journeys is also an element that 

should be given due weight.   

Cont. 



Wycombe Friends of the Earth cont. 
 

4. Since environmental factors and consequences, and, indeed, peopleâ€™s behaviours and sense of 

identity, are not bound by artificial administrative boundaries, it is wrong to consider 

Buckinghamshire and Buckinghamshire sites in isolation; this is particularly relevant to Oxfordshire 

(see Q6).   

Where the questions, and questions format allows it, these principles underly our choices above:  

a) if a site has to be closed, close Burnham since less impact on journey times, both for Bucks 

residents and out-of-county;  

b) retain Bledlow, because greater impact on journey times if closed, especially if Oxon residents 

taken into account;  

c) align any charges for non-household waste (either for all users or just for Oxfordshire residents) 

with Oxfordshire ones, allow continued access for Oxfordshire residents on that basis, and negotiate 

identical access for Buckinghamshire residents to Oxfordshire sites, especially Oakley Wood, which 

would become the closest site to the southwestern corner of Buckinghamshire  (and thereby, 

overall, minimise travel distances for Bucks / Oxon residents living close to border)  We also strongly 

support increasing the number of charity re-use shops at WRCs, since re-use is clearly the best 

solution for unwanted items.   

Other comments although ultimately not altering our choices, we make them because we believe 

they are shortcomings in the supporting documentations analysis:  

 1. We are not at all convinced by the assertion that reduced access / introduction of charges will not 

increase fly-tipping, especially since the service review background information on the website 

points out that the majority of fly tips are by commercial operators, not by householders. There is 

always a cost to disposing of commercial waste, which some operators try to avoid which implicitly 

recognises that cost of disposal IS a factor in fly-tipping.  

2. That page also points out the high cost of dealing with fly-tipping (Â£610,000 in 2017/18) â€“ so 

even a 20% increase in fly-tipping would make significant inroads into the estimated savings from 

HRC changes.  

3. How can the savings from charging for certain types of household waste be known and 

incorporated in the rationale for the changes, when no decisions have been made about what the 

charges will be, or, especially, about how they will be collected and thus the cost of doing so? 
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